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Twenty five years ago Laurens van der 
Post then a very famous and respected 
author wrote in the foreward of  
‘A Candle on the Hill’ a book to celebrate 
Camphill’s 50th birthday that he had no 
doubt that Camphill is an expression 
of a great intuitive thrust out of the 
deep heart of nature which has us in 
its keeping. Deeply inspiring words 
echoed at the turn of the century in  
the late John Tavener’s foreward to 
the Camphill festival and craft book 
‘Shaping The Flame’ where he speaks 
of we as a society and Camphill is a 
microcosm of that society are  
empowered to recreate the sacred not 
only in art and the religious life but 
into every aspect of our lives.  
Camphill communities were an  
illustration of this challenge.

John Tavener is famous for the work 
‘The Protective Veil’ and I am  
becoming increasingly aware that we 
who support and love Camphill as 
parents, residents, friends or whatever 
with all its successes and struggles  
are part of the continuous forming  
of this Protective Veil. Perhaps it is,  
in the long run, a help to change  
what needs to be changed, resists 
what doesn’t need to be changed  
and has the inituitive wisdom to know 
the difference, to paraphase the well 
known prayer.

Shaping the Flame can be ordered 
from the Camphill Literature Services  
and this Michaelmas time an  
illustration from this celebration of 
the Camphill festive year of St Michael 
and The Dragon can be found on the 
back page along with details of how to 
obtain the book.

Vivian Griffiths,
Pages Editorial  
Coordinator.

Welcome 

EXHIBITION  
TRAVELS NORTH
See page 08 for a full report of 
the World Wide Weave Exhibition 
during its first seven months  
touring venues in England and 
Wales, before travelling up from 
London to Scotland for shows at 
New Lanark, Haddo House, Newton 
Dee and Scottish Parliament.

Continued on page 02...

COMMUNITY  
DELIGHTED WITH 
THE NEW FINLIEVE…
We were delighted to be joined by friends, families and  
supporters from far and wide as part of Mourne Grange’s  
Annual Open Day, we celebrated the opening of the new,  
improved and extended Finlieve Building.  

As a result of the much anticipated project, residents now enjoy working and 
socialising in a building which is better insulated, with new double glazed  
windows and draught-proof doors which gives a warm and cosy workspace 
whilst also saving the Community money on heating!  
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HELEN-BARBARA CREATING  
HER OWN NICHE IN HOLYWOOD

Once upon a time there was a young 
lady who was displaying her creative 
talents in the field of pottery with  
her wonderful art and designs.  
However, true to life, things change 
and one has to adapt. This is exactly 
what Helen-Barbara had to do when 
the Pottery in Crawfordsburn closed; 
she had to re-invent herself.

So along with her fellow community 
members in Camphill Holywood, they 
set about developing a new workshop 
where Helen-Barbara could continue to 
practice her skills and gain satisfaction 
from her work.

Now Helen-Barbara goes to the  
Holywood shop every day and she has 
an area where she can continue to do 
her craft work supported by Teresa,  
her co-worker and they both contribute 
to the running of the shop as well.  
Although, Helen-Barbara is  
independent, Teresa is always at hand 
to lend assistance when required.

Helen-Barbara is very self-motivated 
and focused on the work of producing 

creative items ranging from cards, 
sugar craft and special seasonal items. 
In fact she is creating her own niche in 
Holywood which is very unique.

Teresa, a young co-worker from  
Germany on a gap year after her  
A levels, has great admiration for the 
creativity displayed by Helen-Barbara. 
Teresa says “I learn something new  
every day working with Helen-Barbara,  
I feel enriched by the experience.  
Working in Camphill Holywood has  
been wonderful. I have become more 
independent and the experience has 
clarified my thinking as to what I want in 
life. You get to know yourself as a person, 
which is very satisfying, and what  
direction you want to go in the future”.

This is a great example of how people 
with special needs, through their  
pursuit of what they want to achieve, 
can really enrich the lives of others 
living with them in that Community.  

We wish both Helen-Barbara and  
Teresa every success in the future.

Once again Glencraig has been recognised 
for its contribution and practice in the 
field of renewables for its innovative 
wood biomass district heating system.

At a recent ceremony and Gala Luncheon 
organised by Action Renewables at the 
Belfast Harbour Commissioner’s offices, 
Glencraig was recognised as  
“Best Community Renewable Energy  
Project”, sponsored by Belfast Health  
and Social Care Trust.

This was the seventh year of these  
prestigious industry awards with a  
growing number of entrants, further  
supporting the belief that renewable 
energy is growing in popularity and  
practice across Northern Ireland.  
Not only are organisations looking to  
reduce their environmental impact but 
are also encouraged by the significant 

cost savings which are associated with  
“Going Green”.

The scheme at Glencraig helps to  
substantially lower its carbon emissions 
and also help the Community to reduce 
its fuel costs. In addition, Glencraig uses 
the project to inspire learning within the 
local community. It has achieved this 
by setting up the Forest Schools Project 
which engages local schools along  
with Glencraig’s own students and  
residents in an inclusive way to explore 
the environment.

Of course this pioneering work has been 
ongoing in Camphill since 1998 and it fits 
nicely with the sustainable life-sharing 
approach adopted by the Communities.

Glenn Aiken

GLENCRAIG RECIEVE BEST  
COMMUNITY RENEWABLE  
ENERGY PROJECT AWARD

In the picture: Frankie Vanderstock (Glencraig) receives the Community Award  
from George McCracken (Belfast Health and Social Care Trust) and Nicola Branagh 
(Action Renewables).

Above you can see villagers and co-workers enjoying their work in their wonderful  
new facility.

New and increased lighting, newly 
plastered walls, new flooring, fresh 
paint and new décor makes the  
whole building bright, cheery and  
welcoming.  Ramped access makes 
coming and going easier for  
everyone, especially older and less 
mobile residents, whilst the indoor 
accessible toilets are very much  
appreciated by everyone.
  

An extension to the laundry has given 
the Laundry Team much needed extra 
storage space and new shelving makes 
sorting clean laundry so much easier.  
The Bakery Team are delighted with 
their newly extended spacious  
facilities and bright workspace with 
new storage and shelving which means 
everything can be put away tidily - 

there is even a proper area for hanging 
coats and leaving boots!

The Tools for Self-Reliance Group  
now have a brighter, warmer and more  
spacious workspace with plenty of 
storage for all the tools waiting to be 
restored before being sent to Africa.

The Weavery Team have now moved 
into the Finlieve Building and are  
loving their new home! The new  
space is bright and has three separate  
working areas which will give more 
possibilities for people who like to 
work independently or enjoy a  
little peace and quiet away from  
everyone else.
   
One particular aspect of our project 
which has brought great benefit and 
pleasure to everyone working in and 
visiting Finlieve, is the new spacious 
and modern Coffee Room where 
everyone can have a good chat  
and catch-up during break-time.

Mourne Grange Community would 
like to thank everyone who has made 
the new, improved Finlieve possible 
especially those who have assisted us 
by providing vital funding towards  
the project; Camphill Village Trust, 
Will Charitable Trust, Percy Bilton 
Charity, Trusthouse Charitable  
Foundation, Baily Thomas Charitable 
Fund, Garfield Weston Foundation, 
Ulster Garden Villages, Clothworkers’ 
Foundation, the Friends of Mourne 
Grange and all the parents and friends 
who made donations.

Maria Kinney

Continued from cover...
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SOCIAL CARE FARMING  
AND THE AGRICULTURAL 
IMPULSE WITHIN CAMPHILL

In recent years Social Care Farming 
has been discovered as a new initiative 
across Europe. There is a growing  
recognition that participating in  
nature’s cycles through working on the 
land with soil, plants and animals within 
a social context can be of considerable 
therapeutic value in particular for  
vulnerable groups of people.  
Care Farms are springing up in many 
areas which offer services to adults with 
learning disability as well as other  
vulnerable groups.

Lobbying groups have been  
established and are raising  
awareness with professionals in  
the field of Health and Social care  
and are assisting farmers to establish 
on-farm services for clients.

Extracts from a Report by Adam  
Harbison published by the Department 
of Agriculture NI 29/04/2010 titled 
‘Social Farming an Opportunity for 
Northern Ireland’.

Health 
A study from the University of Essex 
by Hine et al (2008: 68-75) examines 
the evidence of benefits to the UK 
from the burgeoning social farming 

movement. Hine et al point to the 
growing evidence of the positive  
relationship between exposure to  
nature and individual’s health.  
They studied 72 participants on seven 
care farms around the UK to gain data 
on psychological health and well-being 
effects. Participants were surveyed  
before and after spending time on 
a farm. The results showed a very 
statistically significant increase in 
the self-esteem of participants after 
spending time on the farm. In total 
64% of the participants experienced 
improved self-esteem. 

The participants also registered  
statistically significant improvements 
in mood as 88% recorded improved 
overall moods. The mood test charted 
decreases in anger, confusion,  
depression, tension, and fatigue while 
demonstrating improved energy and 
vigor of the participants. Their study 
provides a clear demonstration that 
participating in care farming  
activities is effective in enhancing 
self-esteem and overall mood, which 
means care farming provides an ideal 
way to help people to feel better.  
Hine et al (2009:71)

Reference is made to Camphill 
throughout the report with the  
following recommendation:

“ The Northern Ireland network should 
reach out and include the Camphill 
Communities as the only long- 
established social farming operations 
in the country.”

What is unique about Camphill?

Historic Context:
The healing impulse which is at  
the core of Camphill embraces  
the lands available to Camphill  
places worldwide.

The intimate inter-relationship of our 
inner being with nature and the earth 
led Dr. Karl König together with the 
pioneers of the Camphill Movement 
to consciously combine the healing 
impulses connected to biodynamic 
agriculture with the striving of  
Camphill Communities. 

In an Address given by Dr. Karl König 
on 4th September 1964 in Camphill 
Brachenreuthe in Germany he lays 
down the Farming Impulse in a  
visionary statement as the basis 

around which a Camphill Village  
is centered.

At the first Agricultural Conference  
of the Camphill Movement held at 
Newton Dee Farm. On 1st and 2nd 
February 1961 Karl König says  
the following: 

“ I very much hope that more and more 
land can be acquired: not to start 
everywhere a village - but to start on 
every piece of ground which from now 
on is coming into our care, a  
harmonious and balanced spot of 
health.These would be islands of  
recovery, where the given number of 
people for the given number of fields,  
of woods, and the given number of  
animals, live, work and breathe  
together. I personally would see this 
as one of the main tasks of agriculture 
within the Camphill Movement.”

Establishing a Camphill Farm…

30 Years of Camphill  
Community Clanabogan
When the Community at Clanabogan 
started in 1984 the farm was a wild 
patch of land consisting of 56 acres 
(23 ha) of lands, little infrastructure 

existed, there were no access lanes to 
fields, ditches were overflowing, trees 
and hedges were in poor state and an 
abundance of problem weeds such as 
dock weed populated fields.

Since its inception it has been a vision 
to build up the farm at Clanabogan 
based on the principles of biodynamic 
agriculture and as a central part of the 
growing rural Camphill Community. 

To date the Community has a  
modern biodynamic farm and  
garden which are operated to high 
standards, where adults with a  
learning disability and associated 
needs play a vital role in the day to day 
operational running of the enterprises.

The lands (now 150 acres/52 Hectares) 
of the Community have improved  
substantially. Thousands of planted 
trees have become woodlands, ponds 
teem with life and an abundance  
of biodiversity can be observed.  
Weeds such as dock weed have  
substantially reduced.

A 10 year crop rotation on the farm 
includes different types of grain,  
brassicas and grass clover mixtures.

When walking the lands of the  
community one can have the  
experience of a harmonious  
and balanced spot of health.

It is this special healing quality which 
the biodynamic farming method can 
instill into an agricultural holding, 
where each farm is seen as an  
Individuality; a long-term sustainable 
organism. Dr. König recognised this.
 
“ A farm is true to its essential nature  
in the best sense of the word, if it is  
conceived as a kind of entity in itself,  
a self-contained Individuality”

Rudolf Steiner (1924)
Besides creating a balanced, healthy 
surrounding on which the Community 
is based the farm is currently a work 
place for nine adults with a learning 
disability. The garden is a workplace 
for the summer months.  
Volunteers from many different  

countries help with the day to day 
running and benefit from working  
with the rhythms of nature and  
animals. Students from local FE  
colleges join for numerous land  
based training courses.

The Shorthorn herd of cows forms 
a central part of the holding. It is a 
closed herd where animals are bred  
on site and generally not bought in.  
It produces all the milk for the  
Community to full Demeter  
standards. The milk is pasteurized 
then hand delivered from the farm 
dairy to each house using stainless 
steel milk churns cutting out  
packaging waste of approximately 
5000-7000 large milk cartons per 
annum. Butter is produced naturally 
from excess milk without any  
additives and hand delivered to where 
it is used.

The feeding of barn dried high quality 
hay during the winter months to the 
cows is a contributing factor to high 
palatability and quality of the milk  
and milk products. Healthy nutrient  
balanced manure for the land is  
produced by the cattle. 

The manure of the cows is specific  
to the origin and makeup of the  
feedstock and in turn can balance out 
deficiencies in the soil from where  
the feedstock originates. This insight 
is part of what forms the basis for  
long term sustainability of a  
biodynamic holding.

The number of animals on the farm 
produce all the quality beef and pork 
needed by the community.

Sustainable energy production has 
become part of the farm entity where 
a large proportion of the community’s 
heat energy is produced through  
biomass district heating.

Woodlands are managed with  
consideration and consist mainly  
of native trees. The re introduction  
of pollarded willows adds character  
to the place, helps to produce  
wood for heating and craft activities 
and increases the biodiversity on  
the holding. 

Villagers who are an active part of  
the farm and garden teams identify 
themselves with being a farmer /  
gardener and their tasks are carried 
out with dedication. 

Feedback given by Camphill  
villagers include:
“ I’ve just started here and I really enjoy 
my work. I am kept busy all the time,  
I have a lot to do and its good fun.  
We get out on farm trips too, I like 
them. I am happy here, I like being 
outdoors and I like the people I work 
with. I am making friends. I have no 
complaints and no problems.”

A mother made the  
following comment:
“ X’s love of the farm goes on. It has  
always given him what I call a place 
in the world. He is encouraged to do 
things for himself and I am very happy 
with him working there.”

Camphill Communities have a  
manifold cultural community life 
largely based on the Christian  
seasonal festivals. These are often 
closely linked to the rhythms of the 
land. It is one place where Culture  
and Agri meet where Agri “Culture” 
finds an expression.

Medicine and Agriculture as a  
basis for Therapeutic Communities
(Source ‘Social Farming, healing  
humanity and the earth’  
Dr. Karl König)

The connection between the  
production and consumption of food 
was very important for Dr. Karl König - 
right down to details of the process  
of digestion.

This includes the belief that there 
is more than matter to food, that a 
spiritual dimension in the food we eat 
is essential and can support the  
development of each human being.

“ Only if we consider the incorporation 
of spirit into matter and its subsequent 
liberation from matter - both processes 
that the human being can engender - is 
the cycle of nourishment fully revealed”.

In 1939 at the prelude of what was to 
become the Camphill Movement the 
following notes were made by Dr. Karl 
König in preparation of a lecture.

“ The health question is a question of 
nutrition; The nutrition question is a 
question of agriculture; The agricultural 
question is a social question”.

Above: Co-workers and villagers  
caring for the livestock at Camphill  
Community Clanabogan.

Mike Hailey who died in Tralee 
Hospital in Ireland earlier this 
summer was a modest yet  
remarkable Camphill co-worker  
who in 1988 coordinated a 
publication called  “Camphill 
Communities Social Renewal 
through Community Living” 
This was a brave attempt to 
show Camphill in its entirety; 
in a bright modern form with 
text intermingled with photos 
of children, students and adults 
coupled with illustrations of 
paintings done by the students, 
craft work and settings of  
Camphill places from rural to 
urban. It brought Camphill  
practice together and explained 
the work and the philosophy 
behind it to a wide audience  
being one of the first publications 
to speak directly to parents and 
siblings as well as education 
departments, social services  
and local authority purchasers 
of placements.

It was prepared on behalf of  
The Association of Camphill 
Communities then in its first 
years of operation with a grant 
from the Dr. Thomas Weihs 
Trust now The Camphill  
Foundation and paved the way 
for the celebration of Camphill’s 
50th year in 1990.

Mike and colleagues in the 
AOCC PR group went on to 
produce a Guide to all Camphill 
Communities in the British Isles 
in 2000 before making a new 
life with his late wife Anthea in 
Camphill Thomastown working 
in The Watergarden for a few 
years. Camphill PR owes Mike  
a huge debt of gratitude for  
blazing a trail for a more one 
Camphill approach, perhaps 
that is why the first publication 
became known affectionately  
as “Hailey’s Comet”!

MIKE
HAILEY

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION
IRISH REGION
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EXHIBITION
WORLD 
WIDE 
WEAVE 
2015

STROUD

Most places where the ideals of  
‘Camphill’ are still allowed to flourish  
will have heard of, or even been  
involved in the World Wide Weave. 
It is an extraordinary endeavour that 
has actually happened! Where on 
earth could one organise a common 
activity that spans the globe without 
huge overheads, with management 
structures, offices and secretaries in 
different countries, with huge travel 
and insurance costs etc,? Here are 
brought together the freely offered 
gifts of communities and individuals 
who were inspired by the chance to  
contribute something very special 
they had made, and in unison  
(not in competition!) with other 
‘friends’ from around the world.  
Community does not mean that we 
have all to be the same, do the same, 
wear the same or follow some  
leader blindly. In fact we celebrate the 
development of each individual and 
attempt to help each other.  

The ‘Wisdom of Man’, ‘Anthroposophy’, 
is the unifying bond that holds  
together all the Camphill  
Communities worldwide.

It was a wonderful opportunity to see 
this exhibition of textile art when it 
came to Winchester Cathedral.  
There in the North Aisle of the choir 
were the individually lit up colourful 
wall hangings beautifully displayed.  
As you drew nearer you realised how 
different each item was - individually 
crafted according  to the imagination  
of the people involved and their  
preference of materials and their own 
actual abilities. Many images were with 
loose or felted coloured wool, others 
were created by different weaving  
techniques. But all the participants  
were committed to create something  
beautiful. What was most special too 
were the pictures of those groups and 
individuals who posed with joyous  
shining eyes, knowing that their  

creation will travel through the UK and 
the continent. Their contribution also 
opened windows to their local situation 
and landscape, their houses and their 
cultural background. It is indeed a  
hallmark of the Camphill Philosophy to 
be inclusive of cultures, races, religions 
and individual abilities.

How better could one celebrate the 
75 year’s existence of the ‘Camphill 
Endeavour’ and having such a  
positive response from four  
continents? Does not the world need 
today such spiritual bonds of love and 
understanding where the danger is 
to become increasingly fragmented, 
distrustful and isolated? Thank you  
all for your beautiful contributions, 
and especially Peter Bateson for  
his inspiration in bringing about  
the World Wide Weave, and for the  
support of the trustees of the  
Camphill Foundation.

George Schaad

BRISTOL

OXFORD

WALES

WINCHESTER

CAMBRIDGE

LEEDS

LONDON
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EXHIBITION

Dr. Jennifer Gurd opening the exhibition 
in Oxford.

WORLD WIDE WEAVE DIARY:  
ENGLAND & WALES, DECEMBER 2014 - JULY 2015

The first stage of Camphill Foundation’s 
World Wide Weave Exhibition tour  
lasted for over seven months, covering 
eight venues in England and Wales.  
The exhibition opened in the Old Town 
Hall in Stroud, Gloucestershire, a  
historically fitting venue in that the 
upper floor had once been the peaceful 
workplace of spinners and weavers in 
the late eighteenth century. The whole 
exhibition of 75 pieces of textile art from 
around the Camphill world was installed 
in one large room, hanging on a set of 
custom-made standing folding screens 
which were used in six of the eight  
venues. It filled the carpeted floor space 
and was grouped into various ‘rooms’, 
like a maze in which one could easily get 
lost, under a high-arched and beamed 
roof. It was a warm and welcoming  
setting in the middle of winter, apart 
from a few occasions when the heating 
failed to come on! 

The exhibition was officially opened on 
12th December by the Mayor of Stroud 
in the presence of about 50 invited 
guests and Foundation trustees Helen 
Cherry and Nicola Swaffield, and she 
spoke very warmly of the work of  
Camphill and the way in which the 
exhibition portrays the gifts and talents 
of people living and working in Camphill 
communities. The exhibition was in the 
Old Town Hall for five weeks, with the 
particularly sustained help and support 
of long-term Camphiller Andrea Flack, 
now living in Stroud, who was  
present almost the whole time.  
She helped to maintain a constant  
supply of hot Christmas punch to  
welcome all visitors. 

Because of its location in Stroud the  
exhibition attracted huge numbers of 
visitors, not only from the local public 
but also many people with connections 
to Camphill and the Rudolf Steiner 
movement in general. In the run-up to 
Christmas the whole setting was  
extremely festive and atmospheric and 
lots of greetings cards, calendars, books, 
DVDs and other items were purchased. 
Some people said they would have been 
glad of a little more space to stand back 
and appreciate the works on show, but 
the overwhelming experience was a 
positive one, with the dazzling array of 
colours, the incredible variety and  
complexity of techniques and the 
unique individuality of each exhibit 
being high on the list of strong  
impressions. Perhaps the most  
important aspect of all, however, was a 
warm appreciation for the element of 
cooperation and collaboration through 
which the pieces had been created, and 

what many visitors described as a joyful, 
uplifting and life-affirming quality  
shining through the photos and text 
from the groups of people involved.  

The second venue was very different,  
at The Island Gallery in the busy city 
centre of Bristol, in a building which  
had once been the Police headquarters.  
The gallery space was in the former 
communications centre, a single  
huge white space with arched glass  
ceiling and wooden parquet floor.  
Many exhibits could be hung on the 
walls which gave lots of extra space for  
walking about and standing back to view 
the pieces, a table for sales of cards, 
catalogues and calendars and also space 
in the centre for a large round table 
for people to sit and browse at leisure 
through books, journals, leaflets and 
other related materials. The only thing 
missing was tea and coffee, and even 
that was provided on occasion!  
A key feature of the exhibition in  
Bristol was the number of younger  
people who visited, including many 
young co-workers and residents from 
nearby Camphill places, and from Bristol 
itself which is very much a university 
city. During the time in Bristol the  
exhibition space played host to a  
meeting of the Camphill Association  
PR Group.

After Bristol came another huge  
contrast, this time for a month in the 
hallowed precincts of Winchester  
Cathedral, dating from 1079.  
The exhibition was situated in the North 
Presbytery Aisle, reached by the massive 
Pilgrim Stairs (up which medieval  
pilgrims used to crawl on hands and 
knees to the shrine of St. Swithin),  
next to the Sanctuary and High Altar, 
enclosed by towering and awe-inspiring 
12th century arches and standing on 
a floor of 13th century patterned tiles. 
Two of our trustees, Sandra Armstrong 
and Sally McCorquodale, did a vital  
service spending several hours  
painstakingly cutting out thick felt pads 
to fit every one of the metal feet on the 
screens, to protect the precious floor.  
As the area had to be kept relatively  
free for people coming and going,  
despite the vastness of the building the  
exhibition footprint was somewhat  
restricted, and for the only time we  
had to employ angled spotlights. 
 
The result was that the exhibition had 
a quite magical quality, appearing like a 
colourful bejewelled island in the midst 
of the vast austere forest of medieval 
stonework. We were lucky to have TV 
news coverage on BBC South and a live 
interview on BBC Radio Solent,  

which were seen and heard all over the 
region and brought in a large number 
of visitors specially for the exhibition, 
in addition to the steady stream visiting 
the cathedral. 

At a special evening event with about  
70 guests the exhibition was declared 
open by the Vice-Dean of the  
cathedral, whose wife Sophie was our 
special contact and helper, and the  
Dean and Chapter and all the cathedral 
staff and volunteers (about 650  
people) really took the exhibition to 
heart. One senior Canon even used it as 
the springboard for his sermon at a  
special Sunday Service and it was  
fascinating to observe how well the tour 
guides could explain to their groups 
what the exhibition was all about. It was 
amazing how much they had absorbed 
in a short time through our personal 
conversations. A special glory of the 
exhibition in Winchester was that it  
was often bathed in the sublime  
sound-world of the cathedral choir,  
other visiting choirs or the organ alone. 

From ancient to modern was the  
keynote of the next move, some  
distance north to Oxford, at the very 
lively North Wall Arts Centre in  
Summertown, part of the renowned 
King Edward’s School on Woodstock 
Road. The general manager, Sherrill 
Perkin, spent some time many years ago 
as a young co-worker in Mourne Grange, 
an experience warmly treasured,  
so her answer was immediately  
positive when she received the request. 
The exhibition in Oxford was opened by 
our guest of honour, Dr. Jennifer Gurd, 
Head of Neuropsychology and Senior 
Research Fellow at the university, who 
had given a substantial private donation 
to the World Wide Weave Project.  
The exhibition gallery was in a very 
modern, spacious foyer and a landing  
on the floor above, with all the pieces  
beautifully presented, hanging on the 
white walls, and all the staff of the arts 
centre were extremely helpful  
and suppportive. 

Next came a move to the far west of 
Wales, to the National Wool Museum  
of Wales (Amgueddfa Wlan Cymru) in 
the Cambrian Mill at Drefach Felindre,  
a quiet village in the beautiful Teifi  
Valley near Cardigan, an area of  
outstanding natural beauty famous for 
its river fishing, rolling hills and  
meadows, filled with sheep and lambs in 
springtime, its dark woods and rushing 
clear waters. At the height of the  
woollen industry in West Wales there 
were an incredible 27 mills in the  
immediate vicinity of Drefach Felindre 

and over 100 in the wider area.  
The Cambrian Mill was later preserved 
as part of the National Museum  
of Wales. 

In this part of the country the ancient 
Welsh language (Cymraeg) is the first 
language learned and spoken by  
almost everybody and the especially 
soft, musical tones of the unique local 
dialect can be heard everywhere.  
The museum buildings are enclosed on 
two sides by a clear, splashing, sparkling 
stream and the air is filled with  
birdsong. There is a beautiful example 
of a working water-wheel which shows 
how power was generated for such a 
mill in earlier times. 

In the museum there is a lot of historic 
machinery, almost of all of it still in full 
working order and lovingly maintained 
by experts. This includes two examples 
of the famous Spinning Mule, invented 
by Samuel Crompton in 1779, which 
along with other inventions brought 
about the Industrial Revolution which 
changed the pattern of working people’s 
lives forever, first in the UK and then the 
rest of the world. In contrast to the hand 
spinning of a single thread per person  
in the old cottage industries, each  
Spinning Mule could spin 400 threads, 
and in the Cambrian Mill in its heyday 
there were five in operation at any one 
time. Fortunately for local people the 
mills never became too huge and the 
mill owners maintained a high degree  
of social conscience towards the 
well-being of their workers. 

Apart from the history, the museum 
demonstrates the complete process 
“From Fleece to Fabric” through the 
stages of ‘willowing’, carding, spinning, 

weaving and finishing (washing,  
fulling, raising and trimming). Many of 
the working machines show how this 
process was carried out in practice.  
The air in the museum rooms and the 
exhibition gallery, a spacious stone 
courtyard with glass roof, is always filled 
with the wonderful aroma of raw fleece.
Against this background of nature, 
history and technology, the World Wide 
Weave presented an extra special  
quality of artistic imagination and a 
shining example of creative  
collaboration. It really touched people’s 
hearts and minds and they went away 
enthused and uplifted by what they had 
seen. On a couple of occasions Camphill 
people from Glasallt Fawr and Victoria 
House at Llangadog came with  
their looms and gave practical  
demonstrations which were very much 
welcomed and appreciated by visitors 
and museum staff alike. The local Welsh 
people working in the museum were  
all very warm and interested in the  
exhibition and did everything they 
could to be helpful. As in Winchester, 
it was fascinating to overhear the tour 
guides including it with pride in the 
lilting tones of their commentary,  
and gratifying to hear how well they  
had understood.

Following Wales it was back east again, 
for three weeks at the Central Library 
in Cambridge. This was the best of two 
worlds: the library was at the centre of 
a crowded modern shopping mall but 
situated within the historic heart of 
Cambridge, close to Trinity Street and 
King’s College, founded in the 15th  
century by King Henry VI, with its 
world-famous Chapel. Like Bristol and 
Oxford, Cambridge is clearly a  
university city and consequently a large 
number of exhibition visitors were 
young people. On this occasion we had 
the advantage of being outside the 
entrance to the café, so everyone almost 
had to pass through the exhibition  
to get there! 

In every venue, children who come with 
their families to the exhibition are  
captivated by many of the details of the 
exhibits, especially the animals, birds and 
even foodstuffs! The very first child who 
visited in Stroud exclaimed loudly for  
all to hear, “I LOVE those rabbits!”  
They eagerly take up the challenge to 
find, for example, a hidden pirate, peas in 
a pod, some real seashells, a black kitten, 
a ginger cat, a complete lunch with knife 

and fork, some white chickens, a book 
that opens (several of these), a brown 
owl, a white owl, a Christmas tree with 
presents, a duck with real feathers,  
a pair of Jack Russell terriers, a ladybird,  
a birthday cake, an ice cream cone  
and, best of all, a snake in a tree!

Going up north for the first time, Leeds 
was next, again in an iconic and historic 
building, the Victorian Corn Exchange, 
in a prominent location right in the  
very busy heart of the city. It is a huge 
oval building with a glass dome  
carefully calibrated to shed exactly the 
right level of light for the nineteenth 
century corn merchants to evaluate 
the goods on offer. Now protected as a 
historic landmark, its three-tier  
balconies host a myriad of specialist 
shops and cafés. The exhibition rooms 
here were particularly attractive; three 
white rooms with glass fronts and  
partitions reached through arched  
doorways in a red-brick façade, with 
space for exhibits to hang on both walls 
and standing screens. The location gave 
the opportunity for visitors to come 
from the communities in the north: 
Pennine, The Croft, Larchfield and 
Botton. Once again, the Corn Exchange 
staff were extremely welcoming,  
friendly and supportive, and many  
visitors expressed their appreciation of 
the exhibition. Even the tough security 
men were captivated, one of them,  
wishing to remain anonymous,  
being moved to write “Wonderful talent” 
(Comment by Corn Exchange security) 
in the bottom corner of a page in the 
Visitors’ Book.

Last, but not least, the exhibition arrived 
in Central London, at Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, Holborn, just a short walk 
from the British Museum. In this very 
square William Morris, Edward  
Burne-Jones and partners opened their 
first showroom in 1861. Conway Hall is 
the headquarters of the Ethical Society, 
and is regarded as “one of the centres of 
independent cultural and intellectual 
life in London”, with a constant  
programme of talks, concerts, meetings, 
classes, conferences etc. every day of 
the week. The philosopher Bertrand 
Russell was one of many famous people 
involved in its development.  
In the 1960’s and 70’s in particular  
Conway Hall was well known as a  
hotbed of radical left-wing thinking and 
activism, not least in connection with 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 

(CND). The current management team 
welcomed the exhibition to the  
premises for five weeks, free of charge. 

In Conway Hall there is no option to 
use standing screens so all exhibitions 
are displayed in the form of an ‘art trail’ 
along the central lobby, a large gallery 
space, a long passage, a wide staircase 
and the concert hall balcony. The large 
exhibition banner was proudly and 
prominently displayed right across 
the first floor balcony of the building’s 
façade. The exhibition was widely  
publicized by Conway Hall on its own 
networks and many people came  
specially for that but it was also seen 
and appreciated by hundreds of  
participants in the many events taking 
place during the day and evenings, for 
example various corporate and  
professional  conference days, a huge 
international piano auction, a full  
orchestra rehearsing Berlioz’s  
“Symphonie Fantastique”, a talk by 
the popular scientist and TV presenter 
Brian Cox and a meeting of the London 
Charles Dickens Society.  

Hundreds of Camphill people spread  
far and wide across the globe have  
contributed to this wonderful  
exhibition. Visitors are deeply  
impressed, moved and inspired by what 
they see and experience, on various  
levels. They are astonished by the  
richness and variety of colours and  
techniques on display. One lady said  
to me in Wales, “Isn’t it amazing what 
you can do with a bit of wool!”  
Everyone comments on how completely 
different all the exhibits are. The only 
common factor is conforming (in the 
main) to the same dimensions of 60 x 80 
cm and starting with the same working 
theme of “our community’s relationship 
to its physical and social environment”. 

Nearly all visitors say they have never 
heard of Camphill, and are amazed that 
it has 61 communities in the UK and 
Ireland alone and has been around for 
75 years! A few people say they have 
heard of Camphill but had no idea how 
widespread and international it was. 
The warmth, richness and satisfaction of 
shared lives and community belonging 
communicate themselves to the  
viewers through the text and  
photographs that accompany all the 
exhibits. People often say “Everyone 
seems so happy!” to which the only reply 
is “Yes, exactly, they are happy because 

they have extraordinary and fulfilling lives, 
doing creative and rewarding work and 
enjoying their common commitment to the 
well-being of their community and fellow  
community-members.”

Following its time in the South, the 
continuing exhibition tour includes four 
venues in Scotland (July-September), 
four venues in Northern Ireland  
(September-October) and two in Ireland 
(November-December), and next year  
to Switzerland, Canada, USA, Norway 
and possibly also South Africa.  
Wherever you are, I hope you will  
have the chance to see it. It’s an  
unforgettable experience and a great 
celebration of the true essence of  
Camphill in its 75th anniversary year!

You can find all details and continue to 
follow the progress of the exhibition at:
www.camphillfoundation.net
Facebook/camphill-foundation-uk-ireland
Twitter@camphillfd

Peter Bateson
Development Coordinator  
and Exhibition Curator

WORLD WIDE WEAVE 
2016 CALENDAR
The new 2016 wall calendar  
contains 21 spectacular images 
from the exhibition. It is A3 size 
when open and is now on sale for 
£10 at the exhibition and by mail 
order. A perfect Christmas present! 

Send a cheque for £12.50  
incl. P&P, payable to  
“Camphill Foundation”,  
to Peter Bateson, Norway Lodge, 
Pill House, Oldbury-on-Severn, 
Bristol BS35 1QA.



ventilated, ensuring excellent air 
quality and making them easy to heat 
or keep cool, creating a healthy indoor 
environment for people to work in.

The strong link that both the Pottery 
and the Weavery have with the  
outside has been further enhanced by 
the beautiful landscaping and planting 
that The Lantern Community has  
managed to nurture in less than a  
year since the project was finished.  
“The buildings have helped to create a 
natural event space for festivals, allowing 
a flow of people between the two outdoor 
spaces. It creates a whole extra area to 
be enjoyed and used to full effect by the 
community here,” enthuses Emma.  
“We are now looking into how we can use 
the wonderful internal spaces that each 

building has to offer in the evenings and 
at weekends to facilitate the community 
further at The Lantern.”

Perhaps your Community has a similar 
building project they would like to get
up and running? Even if you are simply at 
the ideas stage, CaSA are very happy for 
you to get in touch to discuss your plans.

You can reach Ian Walker,  
CaSA Architects on 01225 851871 or 
email at ian@casa-architects.com

public in the Lantern Community shop 
and café run by companions on the site.

The journey was a long one too.  
The team worked together for over 10 
years, as funds were raised. “The client/
architect relationship is always crucial if 
you are going to produce award-winning 
design” explains Ian. “Trust is an
important element, as is communication. 
We worked hard to get the project off the 
ground right from the start.” The team 
also managed to overcome challenging 
planning issues. The results have been 
well worth the effort. Both the new 
buildings fit so sensitively into their 
environment. “They feel as if they have 
been there for years.” confirms Emma, 
Day Services Manager at The  
Lantern Community.

A key focus at any Camphill community 
has to be the value given to the
importance of friends and the sense of 
belonging that people have as part of
their community. Both buildings have 
been designed with this at their heart.

The meeting spaces/tea rooms are bright 
welcoming spaces filled with natural  
light and a strong link with the outdoors.  
The high-specification windows span 
from floor to ceiling and include glass 
doors opening onto the outside patio 

space creating a flow from inside to out. 
Plenty of bench seating cleverly designed 
to create an outside ‘hub’/meeting place 
helps to encourage companionship  
further. Whether you are on the way 
to your first session after the morning 
meeting or perhaps heading back for 
lunch at home after a busy morning at 
the studio, the new Weavery and Pottery 
are designed so that you are practically 
encouraged to bump into a friend on the 
way and sit down for a chat.

“It is important that our work here is 
meaningful and that people feel they are 
genuinely needed at their place of work,” 
explains Emma. The community now 
has two new award-winning, bespoke 
buildings that are filled with light, 
comfortable to work in all year round 

and most importantly of all provide 
inspirational surroundings to work  
in whatever the season. “It is such a 
contrast to the previous poorly lit  
double-garage workshop space we had 
to squeeze into before.” agrees Clare.

Running costs are attractively low too, 
with only one small domestic-sized 
boiler needed for both buildings.  
CaSA Architects’ commitment to  
sustainable design means both buildings  
are highly insulated and cleverly  
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“�We’re�the�first!�What�a�truly�wonderful�exhibition!�We�are�completely�inspired.�The�work�is�so�imaginative�and�so� 
beautifully�done!” (Ann and Vaughan Jolley, Cricklade, Wiltshire, 13/12/14)

“Beautiful,�colourful�and�so�inspiring�-�thank�you!” (Mandy, Ditton Marsh)

“Moral�imagination,�real�love�and�faith�abound�here!” (Prof. E.R. Harvey, Hucclecote, Glos.)

“I�need�to�come�every�day.�Everyone�should�see�this!” (Lynn Duffey, Australia)

“Couldn’t�tear�myself�away.�Thankyou�to�all�the�wonderful�people�behind�the�creative,�diverse�and�inspiring�work.” (Sue Harker, Stroud)

“So�inspirational�-�such�a�beautiful�exhibition�that�speaks�so�eloquently�of�the�work�done�in�Camphill�-�a�beacon�in�society.”� 
(Olga Yates, Stroud)

“�Really�nice�to�see�so�many�communities�represented�from�around�the�world.�Amazing�work.�I’m�so�touched�by�the�art�in� 
Camphill�from�all�over�the�world.”�(Min Ji Kye, Korea)

“Amazing,�thankyou.�We�want�to�find�out�more�about�your�work”.�(Ron and Bobbie Cowdell, Milford-on-Sea, Hants.)

“Very�inspiring�display�-�what�amazing�people�and�work!”�(Rachel Bold, Dounton, Salisbury)

“Wonderful�to�see�such�creativity�and�harmony�across�the�world” (Alan and Fiona Bartlett, Hayling Island, Hants.)

“Mindblowing�examples�of�the�weaver’s�art�-�truly�stunning!”�(Stuart and Shelagh Moore, Waterlooville)

“Very�inspiring�and�thought-provoking”.� (Erica Rientjes, Auckland, New Zealand)

“A�reminder�of�the�importance�and�beauty�of�community.�Thank�you.”�(Jo Mulliner, Southampton)

“I�loved�the�individuality�and�meaning�behind�each�one!” (Celia Rawson, Fetcham, Surrey)

“An�inspiring�insight�into�your�community�and�culture”�(John W. Green, Richmond VA, USA)

“Fantastic�-�will�be�back�again�to�bask�in�the�details!”�(Janet Johnson, Oxford)

“A�very�beautiful�and�varied�exhibition�-�life-enhancing!”�(Malcolm and Jane Harper, Witney, Oxon.)

“Will�go�back�to�Derbyshire�and�tell�them�all�about�it!”�(S. England)

“Thank�you�for�lifting�my�spirits�with�this�stunningly�beautiful�and�inspiringly�creative�display�of�work”.�(Beth Collins, Mynnachlogddu)

“Great�to�see�these�beautiful�pieces�and�the�photos�of�the�people�who�made�them.”�(Nicole van Schie)

“A�wonderful,�inspiring�display�of�community�creativity.�Came�twice�-�so�much�to�see!”�(Chris Bird, Bangor Teifi, Llandysul.)

“Beautiful�exhibition.�I�wish�I�was�as�clever�and�talented�as�the�people�who�created�all�this!”�(Pat Nash, Cambridge)

�“Wonderful�talent.”�(Leeds Corn Exchange Security)

“A�wonderful�expression�of�life�in�the�Camphill�communities!”�(Rosemary Longden, Horsforth, Leeds)

“�A�very�beautiful�display�depicting�and�representing�so�much�talent�from�around�the�world,�I�really�enjoyed�seeing�the�exhibition.�
Thank�you!” (Rita Murphy, Enfield, Middx.)

“�Humbling�to�see�communities�like�this�working�together�to�create�such�beautiful�work.�A�great�achievement.� 
Thank�you�for�sharing�all�this�talent.”�(Valeria, Colombia)

“That�was�awesome!” (Aiden, age 5, Bedford)

EXHIBITION EXTRACTS FROM THE VISITORS BOOK!

There can’t be many people in the UK 
who get to work in a building deemed
worthy of an award from the Royal  
Institute of British Architects (RIBA)  
butthat’s exactly what’s happening at 
The Lantern Community, a Sheiling 
Trust Community based in  
Ringwood, Hampshire.

Opened last year, the brand new Weavery 
and Pottery have been transforming
the lives of everyone at The Lantern 
Community, from companions to  
visitors alike. “The clients were committed 
to good design right from the start.  
Theywere a pivotal part of the team 
throughout the design and build process.” 
explains Ian Walker, director of CaSA 
Architects - the Bath based Architects 
behind the award-winning project.

“Each building has a very different energy” 
explains Ian, who worked closely with 
the individual studio leaders, Pottery 
Workshop Leader, Endre, and Weaving 
Workshop Leader, Clare, throughout the 
project. “Allowing their personalities to be 
reflected in the design of each respective 
building has been a key to the success of 
the project.” As Endre is keen to point 
out, “The space has been truly life-changing 
for all concerned and I think this is  
reflected in the quality of work we produce 
here,” which is available for sale to the 

At work in the Pottery. Inviting outside meeting spaces.

The new, purpose-built award-winning  
Pottery and Weavery designed by CaSA  
Architects for The Lantern Community,  
Ringwood, Hampshire.

At work in the Weavery. The new Weavery.
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WHAT IS CAMPHILL  
SCOTLAND?

THE 2016 NEW LANARK 
CONFERENCE ON  
COMMUNITY BUILDING  
AND SOCIAL RENEWAL

A NEW LEASE 
OF LIFE 

Some people think that Camphill  
Scotland and Camphill in Scotland are 
one and the same thing. They even 
think that Camphill Scotland is the 
national charity behind Camphill  
in Scotland. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. All the Camphill 
communities in Scotland are fully 
independent communities with their 
own charitable status. Indeed, that is 
perhaps one of the reasons behind the 
success of Camphill in Scotland. 

Camphill Scotland is a membership 
organisation based in Edinburgh and has 
three members of staff - Neil, Kirsten  
and Jennifer. Our members are the 11 
Camphill communities in Scotland.  
We represent their views in the national 
social policy discussion and build a  
positive profile for Camphill in Scotland. 
We also facilitate their development as 
social care providers. Last year, for  
example, we represented members’ views 
on the future of residential care to the  
influential DEMOS think tank and  
received positive and prominent  
mention in their final report. We also 
brought communities together to work 
on leadership succession.  The results 
were published in the ‘Camphill Scotland 
Guide to Succession’ and has led to the 
launch of the Camphill Scotland  
Leadership Development Programme.

Camphill communities also associate 
together through the Scottish  
Neighbourhood. The Neighbourhood is 
a more informal and fluid gathering that 
serves to nourish the common ethos  
and sense of connection between  
communities. The Neighbourhood is also 
a point of connection between Camphill 
in Scotland and Camphill across the  
UK and internationally through the  
Association of Camphill Communities.

Camphill is thriving in Scotland.  
Blair Drummond, Corbenic, Tiphereth 
and Simeon have all expanded their 
services recently. The Scottish Social 
Services Council look to Camphill as  
exemplars of practitioner leadership. 
The grades awarded to Camphill by the 
Care Inspectorate are consistently in  
the very highest bracket. 

In some ways perhaps Camphill in 
Scotland has managed to find the  
best of both worlds. Through  
Camphill Scotland and the Scottish  
Neighbourhood the communities  
reap the benefits of national presence 
and collective solidarity and support.  
Yet each remains an autonomous  
and independent community able to 
chart their own destiny.

Places are now available for this  
popular conference, so why not book 
yours now?  

We are also inviting notes of interest 
from those who may be able to  
contribute to the conference as the 
leader of a plenary session, seminar  
or artistic workshop.  

The first New Lanark Conference was 
held in 2003, with the venue chosen to 
reflect Dr. Karl König’s admiration of the 
founder of New Lanark, Robert Owen.  
The conference site holds a special place 
in the history of community building, 
with the New Lanark Mill being an early 
and inspiring example of a community 
living and working together based  
on the principles of liberty, equality  
and fraternity. 

It is an inclusive conference which takes 
place over three days and attracts a 
broad range of participants. Participants 
include people with learning disabilities, 
families and carers and representatives 
from a variety of organisations. 

Through its comprehensive nature,  
and the enthusiasm and warmth of  
participants, the conference has gained  
a loyal following over the years.  
The conference has settled on a  
successful format which blends together 
the following elements: 

•  A daily programme of artistic workshops, 
seminars and plenary sessions.

•  An evening programme of  
cultural events.

•  Time for participants to explore the 
New Lanark site in their own way.

The theme for 2016 is ‘Shaping Our 
World Through Self-Expression’.  
We want to explore the ways in  
which thriving and dynamic  
communities are able to encourage  
both individual self-expression and  
create a deep sense of group belonging.  
The conference will therefore explore 
the challenges and opportunities  
involved in achieving this balance.  

The artistic workshops will explore the 
power of craftwork, art, storytelling and 
other creative methods to shape our 
world. The seminars will enable deep  
reflection on fostering individual  
freedom of expression while weaving 
the threads of common identity.  
The plenary sessions will bring the 
whole conference together and inspire 
our individual and collective exploration 
of this theme.

This is your chance to be part of it -  
as a participant or as the leader of a  
plenary, seminar or artistic workshop! 

For more information, please contact  
jennifer@camphillscotland.org.uk  
or visit our conference website: 
www.newlanarkconference.co.uk

It is hard to believe that a decade ago 
Simeon was facing bankruptcy and 
imminent closure. Just before Christmas 
2004 a message circulated around the 
Camphill Movement announcing the 
possibility of Simeon’s closure.   
The outcome was something of a miracle.  
Gestures of warm support came from 
the Camphill Movement, especially our 
local communities. Before Easter the 
arrival of David and Jeannie Carlson  
was to bring the leadership that could 
take Simeon into the future, David as  
Administrator and Jeannie as Manager.  
Simeon could take on a new lease of life.

Already 10 years ago the emphasis of 
our work was shifting as older people 
began to join Simeon at a much later 
stage of life. Changes in government 
policy have encouraged older people to 
be supported in their own homes with 
the effect that those applying to Simeon 
are mostly older and significantly frailer 
than earlier residents. To meet increasing 
and more specialised needs the first 
responses were to revise fees, employ 
professionally trained carers and  
nurses and introduce a shift system for 
all staff and co-workers. The next  
implication has been to look at facilities. 
Our houses, Caranoc and Whithorn 
originally built for children of the 
Camphill School lack en-suite facilities 
which are a current expectation.  
Ongoing and costly changes were  
needed to meet Health and Safety and 
Care Inspectorate requirements. Simeon 
marked its 21st anniversary celebrating 
its survival, but the need for a new care 
home became imperative for the Simeon 
impulse to continue into the future.   
But what kind of home, and where, and 

how would we find the funds to achieve 
it? It took several years of research, 
meetings and consultations to develop 
our vision and final plan.

10 years on, this vision is now  
a reality.    

We have created a new home with 23 
bedrooms for care and four volunteer 
co-worker bedrooms, and it has been 
fascinating to watch this come to life. 
The building has been designed to  
support and maximise independence  
for frail older people who may have 
physical and mental disabilities  
including dementia. The building was 
designed by Lothar-Manuel Haasis who 
previously worked at Camphill  
Architects. We received support from 
the Dementia Development Centre at 
the University of Stirling to incorporate 
excellent standards of dementia care in 
the design. The new garden surrounding 
the building has been designed by  
Dr. Garuth Chalfont, an internationally  
recognised specialist in therapeutic  
gardens. Jeannie Carlson, Pirkko  
Lindholm, Lead Nurse, and Stephanie 
Newbatt, a Council Member from  
Cairnlee House have spent countless 
hours choosing furnishings in  
consultation with residents and  
families to create a homely and  
therapeutic atmosphere. Everyone in 
Simeon is now focusing on the move 
and planning the changes this will bring 
to our roles and community life.

About one third of our current residents 
have a background in Camphill, others 
have lived in the area or have family and 
other local connections. We maintain 

strong links with our neighbours in 
Cairnlee House, the Camphill Medical 
Practice, many Camphill communities 
and the Christian Community as well as 
local churches and clubs. We have been 
deeply touched by the love and support 
Camphill has shown us, and the wider 
community. There are two moments 
when we felt this most - firstly was the 
Foundation Stone Ceremony. We were 
flooded with good wishes, cards and 
stones to build a cairn, which is now 
resting underneath the entrance of the 
New Simeon House. Secondly was our 
Golden Garden campaign when hundreds 
of people across the UK picked up the 
phone to vote for us. With your help, 
Simeon won £45,000 in the ITV People’s 
Millions to create a new garden full of 
beauty and inspiration.

There have been hundreds of people 
who have supported our project by 
sending their good wishes, offering 
business advice, and donating, and we  
would like to express our warmest thanks 
to each and every person. We must give  
a special thanks to a number of people 
who were crucial to this project’s  
success - firstly to David and Jeannie 
Carlson who were instrumental in 
bringing this project to life. David was 
actively involved in the earlier planning, 
and in the months before his illness 
had been preparing the site. David died 
in 2012 as the final plans for the new 
building were being drawn up, but his 
integrity and selflessness have become 
woven into the fabric of Simeon.  
Jeannie continues to lead us to our 
new lease of life with enthusiasm and 
direction. There have been a number 
of charitable trusts, companies, groups 

and individuals who have donated to the 
project, organised events or undertaken  
a personal challenge to raise sponsorship. 
For instance, over two years we have 
had 80 people run for Simeon at Run 
Balmoral, a running festival on Balmoral 
Estate. A number of these runners were 
staff, co-workers and volunteers from 
Simeon, Newton Dee, Camphill School, 
and the Camphill Medical Practice.  
Together all our supporters have raised 
the incredible amount of £1.3 million. 
David Newbatt from Cairnlee House is 
busy creating a supporters plaque to 
acknowledge this great generosity.

In our 30 years Simeon has been home 
to 90 residents. A steady flow of people 
coming in and going, co-workers, health 
professionals, families, friends and other 
visitors create a sense of a vibrant and 
purposeful community. We continue 
to enjoy a busy cultural and social life 
in addition to the weekly group and 
individual activities - Bernard’s exercise 
class, Judith’s Poetry group, Jo’s singing 
and music lessons, painting sessions, 
visits from the therapet Tarka, walks in 
the garden, baking, massage, to name 
but a few.  We are often at the face of 
frailty and suffering but at the same 
time of so much life. Jonathan Swift’s 
words, “May you live all the days of your 
life”, seem to best express the essence of 
life in Simeon.

Please do keep in touch with Simeon’s 
news and we very much welcome you to 
visit our New Lease of Life.

Written by Jeannie Carlson,  
co-worker manager, and Judith Jones, 
retired co-worker nurse.

Neil Henery the Chair of Camphill Scotland explains  
what the organisation is and what it is not!

‘Shaping Our World Through Self-Expression’
Tuesday 24th to Thursday 26th May 2016
New Lanark World Heritage Site, New Lanark Village, Scotland

As we begin to see the autumn 
colours emerge in our gardens, 
Simeon Care for the Elderly in 
Aberdeen is preparing for the 
biggest change in its 30 years 
of history.

In July the New Simeon House is tantalisingly close to completion.

L-R: Jennifer Leaper, Neil Henery and Kirsten Hogg.

Far Left: Angelie enjoying the  
picturesque views of Balmoral Estate.
Middle: Tamar and Elisabeth,  
former Camphill co-workers.
Left: Susan Furth - an original student  
at Camphill School in the 1940’s and is  
now living in Simeon.

DUKE OF  
EDINBURGH 
AWARDS SUCCESS
Eight pupils from Camphill 
School Aberdeen received their 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards this 
year. Four of the group are  
pictured below with their  
gold award.

The Duke of Edinburgh Scottish 
office say this is the first time  
in Scotland that eight additional  
support needs’ students have 
achieved this award.
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ASSOCIATION MATTERS

“ It is perhaps not what The Association can do for The Membership, 
it is more what The Membership can do for The Association.”

A new mood of mutual support and awareness was apparent for 
each other’s Camphill approach in the cultural, social and  
economic realms and was the motif for The AGM in the very  
well prepared gathering at Camphill Milton Keynes Chrysalis Hall.  
It was noted by Dave Mitchell The Chair who with The  
Coordinators had put great efforts into the contents of the  
meeting that the gathering was held in the 10 days between 
Ascension and Whitsun, between The Individual Experience of 
Christ’s Ascension and The Community Experience of Whitsun. 
A letter had gone out to all communities earlier in the year asking 
how communities relate to Camphill in these changing times. 
It had been seen a very timely examination of Membership and 
what it means to support the Camphill principles of community, 
life sharing and mutual interest in a Christian and Fundamental 
Social Law context.

What is membership? A group of residents, co-workers,  
employees, families and friends together is an offered description.

What about the interest between communities?  
Each community should in the end be their own auditor in this 
relation to Camphill it was suggested and there shouldn’t be first 
and second class membership positions. Affiliated Membership 
should in this context be explored.

Defining a Camphill Community with a code of conduct and 
developing a culture of responsibility and a sense of engagement 
and interest leads to a new memorandum and articles for  
The Association for the 21st Century.

A proposal to reaffirm Membership each year was set down and 
this reflected the fact that not every place that grew out of the 
Camphill Impulse is from now a Member of The Association of 
Camphill Communities in Great Britain and Ireland.

So, what areas should The Association be working?  
Involvement in The Spiritual Sphere was seen as one,  
Individual Initiative as another, a good example being the  
South West England Training Project which saw a number of 
young coworkers from different communities coming together  
for Post Induction Training and holding a yearly Candlemas  
Festival Gathering. 

The Association’s unique Insurance continues and in that  
context the legal status of The Coordinators was discussed  
it being duly noted that individual coordinators are now  
insured against Indemnity due to the increased legal  
responsibility carried.

A new chapter for The Association with wider support from  
communities and a new purpose to uphold Camphill was the  
order of the day at Milton Keynes. Times are a changing but  
there is much that can be upheld and The Association is now  
better prepared to carry that responsibility.

Vivian Griffiths, Pages Editorial Coordinator  
and Guest at the AGM.

FAMILIES & FRIENDS
AGM REPORT CAMPHILL RESEARCH 

NETWORK
CAMPHILL 
FAMILIES & 
FRIENDS AGM 
AND OPEN  
MEETING

CAMPHILL 
VILLAGE 
COMMUNITY
CHISTYE 
KLUCHI

It is one of the joys of my work at  
The Centre for Welfare Reform that I get to 
read, and publish, papers and reports from 
unexpected sources. Robin Jackson’s  
report was one such gift: it is a clear, well
argued and evidenced critique of the whole 
social care system - particularly as it affects 
people with learning disabilities.  
However, in this case my pleasure was 
tinged with some pain. The report’s power 
comes from its unflinching objectivity,  
and that means few of us will come  
away unscathed.

In particular, many of its criticisms seem 
to apply to my work, or to the work of my 
colleagues. However, as the Bible says,  
“The ear that hears the rebukes of life will 
abide among the wise” (Proverbs 15:31) 
so I think, however painful it is, all of us 
involved in disability policy and practice 
should listen carefully to his argument.  
I think it is true that we are drifting towards 
micro-institutionalisation; and for many of 
the reasons that Robin Jackson outlines:  
If we focus only on rights, without regard to 
responsibilities and relationships then we 
miss the essence of what helps people have 
good lives - love. When we cannot rely on 
love then we must use the organising power 
of the state to ‘give people their rights’ -  
and so we need regulation. When we  
cannot rely on love then we must buy care 
and support - and so we commodify care 
and use ‘the market.’ But as the market must 
deliver profit to its investors so we must 
economise on care and use technology to 
drive down costs. And as Government is  
also under pressure not to spend too much  
money, especially on people without  
political power, the market itself becomes 
financially vulnerable to ‘austerity.’

If you think this is all too alarmist then  
remember that in the UK, between 2009  
and 2014, social care has been cut by 30%, 
with 500,000 people losing social care -  
and this has happened without any  
significant public outcry (ADASS 2014).

Robin Jackson’s analysis also tallies well 
with the findings of other Fellows of  
The Centre for Welfare Reform.  For example 
Bob Rhodes has argued persuasively that 
the health and social care system has  
forgotten  the value of friendship, family 
and community (Rhodes 2010).  
One extreme example is the devastating 
impact of CQC regulations on the Camphill 
Community, which is now being dismantled 
in the name of professionalisation  
(Rhodes and Davis 2014). Karl Nunkoosing 
and Mark Haydon-Laurelut recently offered 
a powerful analysis of empowerment; they 
show that it is all too easy to mistakenly  
believe that empowerment is something 
that you can do to people rather than  
being something that happens within  
relationships (Nunkoosing and  
Haydon-Laurelut 2013). 

Published by the Centre for  
Welfare Reform
We can see the impact of flawed and  
paternalistic approach to social change 
across social care today. Even seemingly 
attractive ideas like personalisation and 
inclusion can be corrupted and turned into 
disastrous policies, like the current  
‘Work Programme.’ It is quite possible for 
Government, or any of us, to use all sorts of 
positive and optimistic rhetoric about our 
intended destination, but if we are not  
prepared to really walk alongside people, 
and to change both ourselves and our  
society together, we will end up with the 
kind of mad micro-management which  
typifies modern social policy - not so much 
the Nanny State, but increasingly the  
Wicked Step-Mother State. However painful 
it might be, I whole heartedly commend this 
paper to anyone interested in social care 
and social policy in the UK today.

Simon Duffy, Director,  
The Centre for Welfare Reform

A very useful internet resource for understanding the life and work of 
Camphill compiled by Maria Lyons. Published below is the foreword 
of Robin Jackson’s 2015 work “Who Cares? The Impact of Ideology, 
Regulation and Marketisation on the Quality of Life of People with  
an Intellectual Disability”.

Report of The Association of Camphill Communities 
AGM Milton Keynes May 2015   

In Russia for and with
adults with special needs
Newsletter July 2015

The building of the second 
house continues!

CFF held a lively and informative AGM 
and Open Meeting on 20th July in 
Birmingham. Our Chair Mary Pearson 
reported on CFF’s response to official 
consultations, our greatly improved 
and informative website for members, 
our growing voice in Scotland, three 
successful meetings for siblings of 
Camphill residents and some very  
useful open meetings on the new  
Care Act and on developments within  
Camphill. Mary paid tribute to 
long-standing founder trustee  
Merton Parker for his wise advice,  
long experience and his valuable  
contribution to CFF.
 
A motion was passed unanimously  
by members, regretting that CFF’s 
dialogue with CVT trustees and  
senior management had come to a  
halt in spite of a request by CFF for 
further meetings.
 

Our two presenters concentrated on 
how families can help communities 
to challenge funding cuts, which will 
become an increasing danger in the 
future. A Camphill parent, Nicky  
Ferguson, explained how he did this, 
by “persevering politely” with the 
authority, presenting a convincing 
argument, building up a detailed  
narrative of what happened, requiring 
an explanation of the often arcane 
computer-driven process, gaining  
the support of councillors and his  
daughter’s MP, upholding his  
daughter’s rights and working closely 
with the community. Jacquie Spencer, 
an experienced social worker and  
CFF trustee, then emphasised the  
need to follow the new Care Act’s 
guidance in the process of  
reassessment and care planning, 
whereby authorities seek to reduce 
individual funding packages. 

Jacquie stressed that families have the 
right to play an important role. She 
highlighted the importance of work-
ing with the community in gathering 
information, presenting a strong case, 
and using advocacy services.

One year ago I started the last  
newsletter about the building of the 
second living house for Chistye Kluchi 
with the following optimistic words:  
“ On the 28th of July (2014) the first 
spade went into the ground. By now  
the foundation is ready and soon the 
building process will continue with  
the groundfloor and first floor.”

The reality showed however a different 
course. The builder, who in the meantime 
went helping his parents with the repair 
of their roof, fell from this roof and broke 
a leg. The building was postponed till 
spring. But when spring came it appeared 
that his building group fell apart.

But amazingly quick we found a building 
company in Smolensk, specialised in 
frame and panel building. And this 
company now continues the building.

Nicky Ferguson presenting at the AGM.

By now most of the money needed for 
the building is found, although 15-20,000 
Euro is still needed. And after this we will 
need to furnish the house! We received in 
Russia support from some entrepeneurs. 
One gave us the doors for the house.  
A German firm in Russia gave us 300 
liters of varnish for the inside finishing.

Building is an exciting process. All kinds 
of difficult questions have to find an  
answer, such as how many electric  
sockets one needs in the kitchen and 
where they should be placed, and where 
we will put the washing machine? It is 
quite a task to imagine in advance how 
things in the reality will work out.

We intend to open the house in  
October. We are very much looking 
forward to this. Altogether we are 

working on this for four years by now. 
Four years ago we started with the first 
plans and first fundraising letters.  
And we will be ever so happy to see 
new faces in our community!

If you would like to help us with a 
gift for the building of the house 
you can transfer it to Stichting Helias, 
Fonds Heilpedagogie Moskou; De Bilt; 
The Netherlands. IBAN: NL83 INGB 
0007727098. ING Foreign Operation; 
P.O. Box 1800; 1000 BV Amsterdam; 
the Netherlands. BIC: INGBNL2A. 
Please mention “CK-house”.
Your donation will be fully transferred 
to Chistye Kluchi. The Stichting Helias 
has a separate account for this initiative 
on which donations from abroad are 
gathered and transferred to us on  
our request.

There are also other ways in which  
you can help us realize our plans:
1.  You could send this newsletter to 

friends and acquaintances.
2.  Maybe you have an idea about 

foundations and other sponsors that 
could be helpful. We gladly hear 
from you! Please send an e-mail to 
rvderplaat@gmail.com.

We thank you for your interest in 
Camphill Village Community Chistye 
Kluchi, for your support, and we hope 
that now and in the future you will be 
able to support us with a donation.

With best regards
from all the villagers and  
co-workers of Chistye Kluchi!
Remco van der Plaat

Top L - R: Sasha supervises the making of the concrete floor, regular meeting with building company and human force used to drill the metal 
posts of the foundations. Bottom L - R: Lots of timber gets delivered, the first walls are erected, walls all insulated.



Tributes have been written by the  
international criminologists  
community in memory of Nils Christie, 
a surprising and supportive friend of 
Camphill in Norway and its founder 
Margit Engel who also died at the 
same time. He was the first Professor 
of Criminology at Oslo University and 
was an important contributor to the 
restorative justice movement. He was 
interested in Camphill communities as 
ghettos looking at the positive aspects 
and Canadian criminalogist David 
Cayley’s paragraph on his connection 
to Camphill is printed below.

One of his most profound books, for me, 
is a short work - Nils was always  
wonderfully terse - called Beyond  
Loneliness and Institutions. It describes 
the life of a rural Norwegian community 
called Vidaråsen, with which Nils was 
closely involved for many years and 
where he lived for a time.  It is one of 
the communities established world-wide 
under the influence of Rudolf Steiner that 
welcomes people with mental handicaps 
- Nils in his subtitle speaks of  
“communes for extraordinary  

people,” his preferred term for his 
friends there. (In English these  
communities are usually called  
Camphill villages after the place near 
Aberdeen in Scotland where Austrian 
émigré Dr. Karl König and his associates 
established the first one.) Nils admired 
and enjoyed the vivid and elemental 
quality of life there and also liked the 
challenge of presenting his ideas to  
people so far outside the ambit of  
academic discourse. During one  
academic term, he had his University of 
Oslo seminar on “principles of justice” 
meet alternately at the university and at 
Vidaråsen. What he discovered, he said, 
was that normal academic presentations 
were a flop, but when he “took up…  
concrete cases of justice, then the  
audience turned into a very vivid and 
active group.” He compared the  
atmosphere in these seminars to what 
he experienced at the University of 
California at Berkeley when he lectured 
there in 1968 and “when the whole place 
was filled with vivacity and energy and 
student activity.” (The quotations are 
from “Beyond Institutions,” a series  
I did in 1994 in which Nils discussed  
his experiences at Vidaråsen).  
He summarized his “life in the villages” 
by saying that “the increasing circle of 
extraordinary people I meet has made 
me aware of how handicapped we  
ordinary people are, when we are  
kept away from people who are  
extraordinary.”  This view was of a  
piece with his feelings about crime -  
the community is diminished when it 
doesn’t include everyone, just as it is 
diminished when it loses its power to 
resolve conflict.
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Just as we were going to Press we heard of a 
resident of Simeon, Colin Haldane who has done 
so much for Association of Camphill Communities 
Public Relations over the years celebrating his  
sixtieth birthday! Colin was Chair until recently 
and family from Norway and many friends from 
the locality came to celebrate the special occasion! 
Belated Happy Birthday Colin. Hope you enjoy the 
new building described in Pages.

Winter - Spring 2016 

Happy Birthday!

PROFESSOR  
NILS CHRISTIE

SHAPING  
THE FLAME

St Michael and The Dragon from Shaping the Flame book on the Festive 
Year available from Camphill Literature Services at The Editorial  
Coordinator’s address below. Please send a cheque for £6.99 with your 
name and address, post and packing included.

Tributes have been written by the international criminologists 
community in memory of Nils Christie, a surprising and  
supportive friend of Camphill in Norway and its founder  
Margit Engel who also died at the same time. 


